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"If I have seen further, it is by standing upon the shoulders of giants." Sir Isaac Newton 

 

December 2018 

 

Dear Pines Students, Staff, and Families, 

 

Good stories come in all shapes and sizes. I have a deep love for biographies because they allow 

us to live vicariously through other people's life experiences in unique ways. I can imagine no 

other more powerful and inspiring way to imagine life as another human being without the 

power of connecting through a well-written and engaging biography.  

 

Our December Book of the Month, Ordinary, Extraordinary, Jane Austen: The Story of Six 

Novels, Three Notebooks, a Writing Box, and One Clever Girl, celebrates the life of Miss Jane 

Austen, who was born at the turn of the 19th century, and is now considered one of the world's 

greatest writers. However, Miss Austen grew up simply, where in a house filled with boys and 

books, she was encouraged in her writing by her father who ran a boarding school. As a quiet 

observer of people, whose stories demonstrate her witty humor and sharp wit, she was able to 

bring to life a new style of writing based on the real life experiences of her friends and family 

members. Many of our students will recognize this style of writing as the narrative writing they 

are asked to compose throughout the grades in their writing workshops. 

 

Miss Austen wrote her beloved stories, such as Pride and Prejudice and Emma, during a time 

when women writers weren’t encouraged to write for publication. Yet, her persistence to create 

stories that she believed encouraged other readers to aspire to achieve their own dreams played 

a driving force in making the quality of her work stand the test of time as readers all over the 

world continue to read her books 200 years after their first publication. It is my hope that 

sharing her biography with our students encourages them to persist in pursuing their own 

dreams while we continue to help them learn to see further by standing upon the shoulders of 

giants  

 

Sincerely, 

Dr. DiMuzio 

Dr. DiMuzio 
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